
 

 

Voice Lesson 1 
  

 

Lesson 1 Diction  

Welcome to Lessons in Voice! Each brief lesson will contain some 

information, examples, and exercises to help you learn all the facets to 

creating great voice in your writing. I'll also ask you to keep a writing journal 

and to complete a practice exercise. Practicing is the best way to develop a 

great voice.  

So, ready to get started? Great! 

____________________________________________________

________ 

Voice Lesson 1 Diction 

 

Diction is defined as the choice of words used in writing or speech. The 



words we choose can make subtle or strong differences in the meaning of our 

sentences.  

 

Take for example this sentence: 

 

Art is the antidote that can call us back from the edge of numbness, restoring 

the ability to feel for another. 

~Barbara Kingsolver 

 

The first word that stands out for me is antidote. What does that imply about 

what it is that pushes us toward the edge of numbness? Perhaps that life can 

be like a poison? What would change about the sentence if the author 

said balm instead of antidote?  It would be slightly different because there 

the implication would be that life is sort of like a sore that needs soothing. 

Similar meanings, but different.  

 

How about the words the edge of numbness? Or restoring?  What if 

Kingsolver had said from sadness instead of edge of numbness or giving us 

the ability to instead of restoring?  

 

They are subtle differences but the word choices Kingsolver has made lend 

themselves to precision in meaning.  

  

How about this sentence: 

Meanwhile, the United States Army, thirsting for revenge, was prowling the 

country north and west of the Black Hills, killing Indians wherever they 

could be found.  

~Dee Brown 

 

What effect does the words thirsting and prowling have? For me, it conjures 

up a sense of predators searching for prey, which was what the soldiers were 

doing. 

 



 

So take care to choose words carefully.  

 

Practice:  

Brainstorm a list of eating words (hungrily, salty, ravenous, etc) and write a 

sentence with one or more of those words to characterize the art below.  

 

For example: The paint was like globs of sweet frosting that the bristles 

sucked hungrily.   

 

 

 

Now, you try: 

 

 


